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CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

Back  on  Track  with  New  Members 


After  having  been  virtually 
inactive  for  some  time,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  CI  AC  A  Construction  Bul- 
letin editorial  board  and  forecast  com- 
mittee, the  council  is  preparing  to  tackle 
some  of  the  issues  now  facing  the  con- 
struction industry.  The  minister  of  La- 
bor, the  Honorable  Dr.  Ian  Reid,  has 
made  appointments  to  fill  five  positions 
from  the  Building  and  Construction 
Trades  Council,  two  from  the  Construc- 
tion Owners  Association  of  Alberta,  one 
from  the  Alberta  Construction  Associa- 
tion and  one  from  the  Christian  Labour 
Association  of  Canada. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  wel- 
come new  and  reappointed  members: 
Jim   Aitcheson,   Business  Manager, 
Painters   Union   Local  #583  (reap- 
pointed) 

Neil  Channon,  Business  Manager,  Boil- 
ermakers Union  Local  #146  (reap- 
pointed) 

Peter  Pittman,   Business  Manager. 
Millwrights  Union  Local  #1975  (new) 
Guy  Priddle,  Building  Owners  and 
Managers  Association  (new) 
Bernie  Smyth,  Syncrude  Canada  Ltd. 
(new) 

Harold  Taylor,  Business  Manager,  Inter- 
national Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers  Local  #254  (reappointed) 
Co  J.  Vanderlaan,  Alberta  Director, 
Christian  Labour  Association  of  Canada 
(reappointed) 


Gerry  Virtue,  Business  Manager.  Oper- 
ating Engineers  Local  #955  (new) 
Newt  Yeomans,  PCL  Industrial  Con- 
structors Inc.  (new) 

Two  additional  members  will 
be  appointed  from  the  Alberta  Construc- 
tion Association  to  complete  the  council 
slate. 

The  council  is  preparing  for  a 
meeting  to  be  held  in  Edmonton  May  1 8. 
Subcommittees  are  now  reviewing  four 
issues:  Bill  21  (Employment  Standards 
Code),  Bill  22  (Labour  Relations  Code), 


manpower  and  training,  and  health  and 
safety.  The  meeting  will  deal  with  these 
matters  and  also  the  communication  and 
education  part  of  the  proposed  labour 
legislation. 

The  C1ACA  Bulletin  editorial 
board  and  forecast  committee  have  con- 
tinued to  analyse  economic  trends  and  to 
produce  the  Bulletin,  and  our  thanks  go 
to  the  board,  the  forecast  committee  and 
the  staff  for  their  continuing  efforts. 

Phil  Walker,  P.Eng 
Chairman 


Readers  Want  More  Forecast  Details 

Readers  who  participated  in  the  Ciaca  Bulletin's  readership  survey  and  in 
supplementary  interviews  had  a  number  of  good  suggestions  about  how  the  Bulletin 
could  be  made  more  useful  to  its  readers. 

The  editorial  board  appreciates  the  participation  of  all  those  who  either 
returned  the  surveys  sent  out  in  the  September  Bulletin  or  who  agreed  to  the  in-depth 
interviews  which  followed. 

Some  of  the  readers'  suggestions  were  for: 

More  manpower  forecasts,  by  trade; 

More  specific  information  on  individual  building  products,  including 
forecasts  of  product  availablity  shortages;  and 

Construction  sector  updates  with  each  issue,  including  future  expectations; 
Labour  trends  in  other  provinces; 

Energy-related  forecasting,  including  forecast  comparisons  and  analysis  of 
assumptions; 

Economic  development  activity;  and 
CIACA  activities  and  subcommittees. 

(More  survey  details  page  4) 


Most  Building  Products  Made  in 
Alberta  -  Including  the  Kitchen  Sink 


Over  the  last  decade  there  has 
been  a  significant  growth  in  building 
materials  manufactured  in  Alberta. 
While  some  companies  and  products 
(oriented  strandboard,  for  example) 
have  received  considerable  attention, 
less  information  has  been  available  on 
the  overall  capability  of  Alberta  compa- 
nies to  supply  the  wide  range  of  building 
products  used  in  the  province's  con- 
struction industry. 

To  illustrate  the  capability  of 
Alberta  manufacturers  to  supply  the 
materials  required  by  the  construction 
industry,  a  typical  construction  project 
(a  10-storey  office  building)  was  re- 
viewed, excluding  mechanical  and 
electrical  materials. 

Nearly  all  the  structural  mate- 
rials and  most  of  the  finishing  products 
identified  in  the  building  materials  list 
could  be  readily  secured  from  Alberta 
manufacturers.  This  includes  materials 
required  for  cast-in-place  concrete 
work,  structural  precast  concrete  prod- 
ucts, concrete  paving,  reinforcing  steel, 
steel  merchant  bar,  metal  decking, 
rough  wood  carpentry,  millwork  and 
doors,  insulation,  roofing,  sheet  metal 
work,  gypsum  wallboard,  ceiling  tile 
and  flooring  material. 

For  some  building  products, 
particularly  aluminum  and  glass  materi- 
als, Alberta  manufacturers  do  the  extru- 
sions and  the  final  fabrication,  but  the 
basic  materials  are  imported. 


It  is  more  difficult  to  identify 
companies  manufacturing  specific  fin- 
ishing materials.  While  it  is  possible 
that  some  of  the  products  may  be  manu- 
factured in  Alberta,  there  are  no  obvi- 
ous local  sources  of  production  that 
meet  the  material  specifications  of  the 
project.  These  materials  include  prod- 
ucts such  as  granite,  ceramic  and  quarry 
tile,  some  hardware  products,  glass 
blocks  and  asbestos-based  products. 

The  review  indicated  that  a 
wide  range  of  building  materials  is 
manufactured  in  the  province  and  the 
selection  and  quality  has  improved  over 
the  past  decade.  While  many  factors 


have  to  be  considered  by  contractors  be- 
fore purchasing  required  materials,  it 
appears  that  Alberta  manufactured  prod- 
ucts could  be  a  cost-effective  choice.  This 
is  particularly  true  for  products  with  high 
transportation  costs. 

Further  information  on  the 
availability  of  specific  products  and  local 
manufacturers  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Industry  Development  Branch  of  Alberta 
Economic  Development  and  Trade  (427- 
2005).  Alberta  Economic  Development 
and  Trade  publishes  an  Alberta  Manufac- 
turers Index  which  lists  manufacturers  and 
their  products. 


An  Olympic  Pat  on  the  Back 


Alberta's  construction  industry  deserves  a  gold 
medal  for  its  performance  in  the  XV  Calgary  Olympics. 

Alberta-supplied  materials,  designs,  construction 
management  techniques  and  skilled  labour  made  such 
venues  as  the  spectacular  ice  skating  oval,  the  90-metre  ski 
jump  succeed.  The  facilities  were  ready  on  time,  costs  were 
close  to  estimates  and  the  demanding  requirements  of 


international  competition  were  met. 

Although  none  of  the  members  of  the  industry 
stood  on  the  podium  in  Olympic  Square  to  receive  a  gold 
medal,  it  was  the  industry's  efforts  and  the  quality  of  the 
work  that  created  the  legacy  of  these  excellent  facilities  for 
future  generations.  The  construction  industry  demonstrated 
its  ability  to  get  the  job  done  and  do  it  well. 
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Building  Materials  Exports  Rising 


Manufactured  building  materi- 
als represent  a  major  export  sector  for 
Alberta.  From  1981  to  1987,  exports  of 
building  materials  have  increased  more 
than  fivefold,  from  $70  million  to  more 
than  $370  million.  Building  materials 
now  account  for  13  per  cent  of  all  Alberta 
exports  of  manufactured  goods. 

Alberta  exports  of  building 
materials  can  be  divided  into  five  main 
categories:  primary  and  secondary  wood 
products,  metal  structural  materials, 
clay  and  cement  products,  finishing 
products  and  other  building  materials 
(gypsum  wallboard,  asphalt  shingles, 
plastic  pipe  and  insulation). 

Primary  and  secondary  wood 
products  account  for  95  per  cent  ($353 
million)  of  Alberta  exports  of  building 
materials.  While  most  of  the  exports  in 
this  category  are  dimensional  lumber, 
Alberta  companies  have  started  to  ex- 
port several  other  types  of  wood  prod- 
ucts. Oriented  strandboard  has  been 
developed  by  companies  in  Alberta  as  a 
high-quality,  low-cost  substitute  for 
plywood.  Exports  of  oriented  strand- 
board  have  grown  to  $  1 30  million  in  less 
than  five  years.  Companies  are  also 
exporting  products  such  as  hard  building 
board,  medium  density  fibreboard  and 
wood  doors  and  framing. 

Although  wood  products  repre- 
sent the  largest  category  of  building 
material  exports,  several  other  catego- 


ries have  demonstrated  strong  growth. 
Exports  of  metal  structural  materials 
have  increased  from  $2  million  in  1C)S1 
to  nearly  $11  million  in  1987.  Most  of 
this  increase  has  been  related  to  the 
export  of  architectural  metal  products  to 
the  United  States.  Exports  of  clay  and 
cement  products  have  also  dramatically 
increased  from  less  than  a  half  million 
dollars  in  1981  to  slightly  over  $4  mil- 
lion in  1987  (with  bricks  and  cement 
products  accounting  for  most  of  the 
exports). 

The  United  States  is  Alberta's 
largest  market  for  building  materials, 
accounting  for  more  than  90  per  cent  of 
all  exports.  In  recent  years.  Alberta 
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companies  have  also  started  to  develop 
new  export  and  specialty  niche  markets. 
Companies  in  Alberta  are  now  selling 
bricks  to  Brazil,  log  houses  to  Japan  and 
hard  building  board  to  Taiwan,  South 
Korea  and  Singapore. 

The  outlook  for  building  mate- 
rial exports  is  very  promising.  Alberta 
has  a  strong  and  growing  forest  product 
industry  and  the  largest  remaining  lum- 
ber resource  in  North  America.  New 
export  markets  appear  to  be  opening  up 
in  Europe,  Japan  and  other  Pacific  Rim 
countries.  While  wood  products  will 
remain  the  most  dynamic  element  of 
future  exports,  other  opportunities  are 
occurring  in  non-wood  product  areas. 
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Alberta  Construction  Industry  Forecast  Access 


The  following  agencies  offer  construction  forecast 
service  subscriptions.  For  rates  and  details,  contact  the  agen- 
cies directly. 
Canadata 

1450  Don  Mills  Road,  Don  Mills,  Ontario  M3B  2X7  (416) 
445-6641 

Chase  Econometrics  Canada 

3605  Commerce  Court  West,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5L  1G1 

(416)  365-9450 

Informetrica 

P.O.  Box  828,  Station  B,  Ottawa,  Ontario  KIP  5P9  (613) 
238-483 1 

Current  holdings  of  forecast  publications  which  in- 


clude Alberta  construction  forecasts,  available  for  loan  or 
reference  from  the  Alberta  Labour  Library  Services  Branch, 
include  the  following: 

Alberta  Construction  Association,  Annual  Forecast; 

Bank  of  Nova  Scotia,  Global  Economic  Outlook  (annual); 

Conference  Board  of  Canada,  Quarterly  Provincial  Forecast 

Electrical  Utility  Planning  Council,  Alberta  Energy  and 

Demand  Forecast  (annual);  and 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  Econoscope  (monthly). 

To  contact  the  Library  Services  Branch,  use  the 
RITE  line  (toll-free)  or  in  Edmonton  call  427-8533. 


3 


New  hazard  communications  system 


Prepare  Now  for  WHMIS  October  31  Deadline 


The  Workplace  Hazardous 
Materials  Information  System  (WHMIS 
—  pronounced  wimmiss)  is  a  new  na- 
tional hazard  communication  system 
dealing  with  chemical  used  at  the  work 
site.  The  purpose  of  WHMIS  is  to  ensure 
that  workers  are  provided  with  the  infor- 
mation they  need  about  hazardous  mate- 
rials to  which  they  may  be  exposed  on 
the  job.  The  regulations  come  into  effect 
October  3 1 . 

Canadian  suppliers  and  im- 
porters of  controlled  products  for  use  at 
Canadian  worksites  will  be  required  to 
classify  these  products,  label  them  in  a 
specific  manner  and  provide  additional 
information  on  material  safety  data 
sheets  which  are  supplied  to  the 
workplace.  This  is  a  federal  require- 
ment. 

Employers  at  worksites  where 
controlled  products  are  used  are  respon- 
sible for  ensuring  that  these  products  are 
adequately  labelled,  that  safety  data 
sheets  are  made  available  to  workers 
who  may  be  exposed  to  the  product. 
These  workers  must  be  adequately 


trained  so  they  understand  the  meaning 
of  information  contained  on  labels  and  in 
the  data  sheets,  and  given  relevant  haz- 
ard information.  This  is  a  provincial  and 
territorial  requirement. 

WHMIS  requires  that  employ- 
ers assume  a  great  deal  of  responsibility 
for  worker  training.  These  training  pro- 
grams should  be  organized  in  time  to 
meet  the  October  31  deadline. 


For  further  information  about 
WHMIS,  contact: 
Occupational  Hygiene  Branch 
Occupational  Health 
and  Safety  Division 
4th  Floor,  10709  Jasper  Ave. 
Edmonton  T5J  3N3 
(427-2687) 


Readership  (continued  from  page  1) 

They  also  called  for  articles  gearing  information  to  the  industry 
and  the  public  (school  guidance  counsellors,  for  example)  and  comparison 
of  various  views  on  oil  prices,  energy  and  total  investment  and  analysis  of 
investment  trends  by  construction  sector;  and  for  more  articles  such  as  the 
one  on  Bill  53. 

Our  inquiry  into  how  the  Bulletin  is  distributed  by  members 
revealed  that  this  varies  from  one  organization  to  another.  Some  mail 
copies  directly  to  members,  others  just  make  them  available  at  meetings. 
There  have  been  suggestions  that  there  should  be  more  promotion  of  the 
Bulletin. 

The  editorial  board  is  always  interested  in  receiving  your  input 
at  any  time.  Please  let  us  know  what  your  changing  requirements  are.  The 
editorial  board  can  be  contacted  c/o  John  Mason,  Alberta  Labour,  10th 
Floor,  10808  99  Avenue,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  0G2,  427-7494. 


The  ClACA  Construction  Bulletin  is  published  three 
times  a  year  by  the  Construction  Industry  Advisory  Council  of 
Alberta.  It  is  intended  to  inform  the  construction  industry  about 
the  activities  of  the  council,  and  to  disseminate  economic 
forecast  information  pertinent  to  the  Alberta  construction 
industry. 

The  Bulletin  is  directed  by  an  editorial  board  chaired 
by  Co  J.  Vanderlaan. 

The  editorial  board  is  made  up  of  the  following, 
representing: 

Labour  Jim  Aitcheson 

Co  J.  Vanderlaan 
Management       Merv  Ellis 

Frank  J.  Maguire 
Owners  Mike  Halpen 

J. A.  (Tony)  Howard 


Government       Janet  E.  Howell 
R.G.  (Bob)  Nicoll 

The  editor  is  Maryhelen  Vicars. 

Distribution  is  through  members  of  the  Construction 
Industry  Advisory  Council  of  Alberta.  Comments,  requests  for 
copies  or  other  correspondence  should  be  directed  to  council 
members  or  to  John  Mason ,  Alberta  Labour,  10th  Floor,  10808 
99  Ave.,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  0G2,  427-7494. 

The  chairman  of  the  Construction  Industry  Advisory 
Council  of  Alberta  is  Phil  Walker,  P.Eng. 
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